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No more of talk where God or angel guest
With man, as with his friend, familiar used
To sit indulgent, and with him partake
Rural repast, permitting him the while
Venial discourse unblamed: | now must change
Those notes to tragic; foul distrust, and breach
Disloyal on the part of man, revolt,
And disobedience; on the part of Heav'n,
Now alienated, distance and distaste,
Anger and just rebuke, and judgment giv'n,
That brought into this world a world of woe,
Sin and her shadow Death, and Misery,
Death’s harbinger: sad task, yet argument
Not less but more heroic than the wrath
Of stern Achilles on his foe pursued
Thrice fugitive about Troy wall; or rage
Of Turnus for Lavinia disespoused,
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Or Neptune's ire or Juno's, that so long
Perplexed the Greek and Cytherea's son;
If answerable style | can obtain

Of my celestial patroness, who deigns
Her nightly visitation unimplored,

And dictates o me slumb'ring, or inspires
Easy my unpremeditated verse:

: Since first this subject for heroic song
Pleased me long choosing, and beginning late;
Not sedulous by nature to indite
Wars, hitherto the only argument
Heroic deemed, chief maistrie to dissect
With long and tedious havoc fabled knights
In battles feigned; the better fortitude
Of patience and heroic martyrdom
Unsung; or to describe races and games,

Or tilting furniture, emblazoned shields,

NEXT PAGE

by Ol

Play| 1 '|ml 1189 || Stop | Pause | Mode

No more of talk where God or angel guest
With man, as with his friend, familiar used
To sit indulgent, and with him partake
Rural repast, permitting him the while
Venial discourse unblamed: 1 now must change
Those notes to tragic; foul distrust, and breach
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1. God or angel God dispatches the angel Raphael to visit the human pair “as
friend with friend” (5.229) and warn them of Satan’s ill will. Books 3-8 are
devoted to his visit, intended to render humanity “inexcusable” according o
The Argument of Book 5. In describing humanity’s creation to Raphael,
Adam recounts conversations he had with God (82495451,

5. Venial allowable (QOED).

13. arquement subject malter, as in line 42,

14-16, wralh ... wall The wrath of the Greek hero Achilles is the subject ot
Homer's Hiad. Achilles chases the Trojan champion Hector around Troy

before killing him (22.136££.).

16-17. rage ... disespoused In Vergil's Aeneid, Lavinia is betrothed o Aeneas,
though she was previously promised to Turnus,
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Lonem ipsum dolor sit amel, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Mori convallis,
Pellentesque lectus turpis, vestibulum eget, dictum varius, laoreet vel,
lorem. Nullam malesuada ligula. Pracsent neque nibh, tincidunt sit amet,
iaculis nec, dictum quis, arcu, Mo iaculis, odio at egestas imperdied,
erat ligula sagittis ipsum, luctus vestibulum odio est malesuada odio.
Integer nec odio. In purus emum, venenatis quis, scelerisgue eget,
rhonaus in, ord. Integer viverra, enim id nonummy placerat, nibh sapien
feugiat libero, ac placeral tortor arcu non ipsum. Aenean ipsum. Sed
vichicula hendrerit lectus. Aliguam aliquam erat vitae orci. Proin turpis
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Pracsent laorect augue quis lectus, Integer sollicttudim laoreet lorem.
Curabitur nonummy lacus et velit. Aliquam erat volutpat. In sit amet
augrue vitae nisl congue condimentum. Donec omare. Duis maollis
rutrum nisi. Aliguam mi tellus, vestibulum eu, pretium ot rubrum non.
erat, Suspendisse nisi dui, sodales nec, vehiaula a, egestas ut, risus.
Avnean aliquam massa vel orel. Nulla justo nulla, imperdiet in, ultrices
in, porttitor sed, pede.

Vivamus libero odin, elementom at, laoreet ew, incidont nec, enim. Sed
faucibus condimentum it Donee dictom interdum mi. MNam boacibuas
molestie lorem. Mo insem a urna rhonous imperdict. In auctor quam
vitae turpis. Maecenas volutpat libero nec massa. Sed tincidunt ipsum
quis turpis. Donec ultrices, metus non vestibulum dignissim, sem risus
malesuada justo, nec dictum risus odio sit amet enim, Nam mattis nibh it
amet laous, Aliguam vitae areu id ante luctus iacu lis, Uit CRel Sapn g
nunc loborts congoe. Macomas eu massa id velit consectetuer ulbricies.
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lllustrations Section: presents images by six
artists depicting scenes from Book Nine, with
brief commentaries on each image.

Bookmark Control: Provides options for
navigating the audiotext as well as a means
of highlighting annotated keywords.

Your-Notes Mode: allows the user to record personal
marginalia. Notes are saved on the user’'s computer,
from which they are imported for each new session.



